LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES

February 15, 2012
Convened:
9:00 AM

Present:
Commissioner Heinemann, Commissioner Swift, and Commissioner Houtz
Absent:
Commissioner Olney
Also Present:
Sheriff Warren Canon and Administrator Norman
Committee approved the agenda.

ITEMS FOR ACTION

Oakland County sent a Resolution they approved that is in Opposition to the Early Release of Violent Offenders by the Michigan Department of Corrections.  The Committee reviewed the Resolution and agrees this is an issue.  Sheriff Canon said the County currently has seven parolees they are detaining who are not going back to prison.  Committee recommends:
Motion by                           and seconded by                            to approve the Resolution to Oppose the Early Release of Violent Offenders by the Michigan Department of Corrections, as presented.

RESOLUTION

Opposition to the Early Release of Violent Offenders

by the Michigan Department of Corrections

WHEREAS, recent events of violence against Michigan residents by parolees of the Michigan Department of Corrections have alarmed citizens and public officials; and

WHEREAS, prosecutors statewide have gone to court to protest the pending parole of inmates considered to be dangerous.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Branch County Board of Commissioners urges the Michigan Department of Corrections to review criteria used to determine eligibility for parole of violent and repeat offenders.  We oppose the practice of releasing violent and repeat offender inmates near the minimum end of their sentence.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Branch County Clerk forward copies of this resolution to the Governor, Director of the Michigan Department of Corrections, and the Branch County Legislative Body.








_____________________________

Dale Swift, Chairperson



Date

Branch County Board of Commissioners








_____________________________

Teresa Kubasiak




Date

Branch County Clerk

ITEMS FOR INFORMATION
House Bill 4207 – Partial Open Burning Ban
This House Bill was introduced by our State Representative, Ken Kurtz, and serves as a compromise from earlier Department of Environmental Quality rules that were scheduled to go into effect April 1 of this year that would have essentially banned the open burning of all household waste.  HB 4207 bans the open burning of household waste that contains plastic, rubber, foam, chemically treated wood, textiles, electronics, chemicals or hazardous materials beginning 180 days after the effective date of the legislation should it be signed into law.
Revenue Estimating Conference
Administrator Norman said the January Conference reported that expected State revenues are up for the General fund ($278 Mil) and School Aid Fund ($138 Mil).   

Unemployment Expected to Decline
Forecasts have the unemployment number continuing to decline through 2014.  The forecast is for the State of Michigan jobless rate to remain high with unemployment at 12.5% in 2010, 10.5% in 2011, and forecast of 9.2% in 2013 and 8.7% in 2014.
Personal Property Tax Plan 
The Governor is looking at how we tax business equipment (personal property tax).  Administrator Norman said this could mean a loss of $500,000 to $800,000 for the county.  Legislature is being encouraged to find a way to replace the loss in revenue the municipalities will have as a result of this tax.  
Governor Snyder Presents Budget Proposal
The Governor is looking to include counties in the Economic Vitality Incentive Program (EVIP) as the townships are now.  The budget calls for $50 million investment in information technology to help state workers do their jobs, improve services for citizens, and produce long-term savings for the State.  The Committee said if the State reduces our Revenue Sharing how will the County have funding to invest in the same for our County.  The Committee would like to verify if the Michigan Association of Counties is doing anything with this or if they would recommend the County prepare a Resolution.  

OTHER   
Sheriff Canon said he believes some of the $50 million investment will also go toward hiring staff for the State Laboratories as they are two years behind.  
Sheriff Canon will be contacting our State and Federal Legislators to find out why the reimbursement for meth clean-up is taking so long.  We have approximately $6,000.00 remaining in the budget for clean-up costs.  

Road Commission Concerns

Commissioner Jerry Hubbard discussed an issue presented by Union Township at their regular meeting on February 14th regarding the Road Commission.  The issue was regarding the increase in sealcoating costs and the Road Commission’s position that the Townships may not use money from the maintenance fund held for each Township by the Road Commission.  A general discussion ensued regarding the Road Commission.

Adjourned:
9:32 AM
Submitted:
Commissioner Heinemann


Commissioner Swift



Commissioner Houtz
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