BRANCH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

JANUARY SESSION (SECOND DAY)
January 24, 2012
1/
The Board of Commissioners of the County of Branch met pursuant to adjournment, in the Commissioner’s room at the Courthouse, on Tuesday, January 24, 2012.


Chairman Swift called the meeting to order at 4:00 P.M.

Present: Commissioners Jerry Hubbard, Norm Heinemann, Don Vrablic, Rod Olney, Linda Fronczak, Randall Hazelbaker, Jon Houtz and Dale Swift, Chief Deputy Clerk Lisa Metz and Administrator Bud Norman.

Commissioner Houtz led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Deletions: Legislative committee report.

2/
Motion by Commissioner Houtz, seconded by Commissioner Vrablic, to approve the agenda as amended.  MOTION CARRIED.

3/
Motion by Commissioner Houtz, seconded by Commissioner Olney, that the January 10, 2012 Board minutes are approved.  MOTION CARRIED.
Public Comment:


Commissioner Vrablic presented a certificate to Judge David Coyle for 35 years of 
service to the county. 

4/
Motion by Commissioner Houtz, seconded by Commissioner Hubbard, to authorize the hire a replacement for a vacant Part Time Aide, hire rate of $9.49 per hour, Commission on Aging to be effective immediately.  MOTION CARRIED

5/
Motion by Commissioner Houtz, seconded by Commissioner Vrablic, to approve the Juvenile Court Attorney Appointment Agreement for the period January 1, 2012 through December 31, 2013 for an annual rate of $72,000.00.  MOTION CARRIED

6/
The Strategic Planning session is scheduled for Tuesday, February 7, 2012.  It will be held from 9am – 3pm at the CHC conference center.

7/
Commissioner Vrablic, chairman of the Sheriff and Public Safety committee, reported on the meeting that was held on January 19, 2012.
8/
Motion by Commissioner Hubbard, seconded by Commissioner Fronczak, that authorization is given to Sheriff Canon to scrap out the totaled vehicle and to sell the other vehicle with the high mileage through White Star Auction.  MOTION CARRIED  

9/
The Michigan Department of Transportation will be replacing the sidewalk on Division Street, from US12 to Pearl Street.  There will be no cost to the county.  
Approval of Consent Agenda items as follows:

CONSENT AGENDA:

that authorization is given to approve the Bills and Accounts in the amount of 
$175,873.81.


to approve the Line Item Transfers as submitted.


to accept the Treasurer’s 4th Quarter Investment Report, as presented.


to approve the request from the County Clerk to purchase a new Permit Card Printer, 
Signature Pad, Digital Camera and optional equipment at a cost not to exceed 
$4,300.00 as requested. 

10/
Motion by Commissioner Olney, seconded by Commissioner Heinemann, to approve the items presented on the Consent Agenda.  MOTION CARRIED    

11/
Motion by Commissioner Olney, seconded by Commissioner Heinemann, that authorization is given to approve the Substance Abuse Contracts for State Grant funding between Branch County Community Corrections and two local substance abuse providers: Pines Behavioral Health Services and Substance Treatment and Referral Services (STARS) of the Community Health Center, for the contract period of October 1, 2011 through September 30, 2012.  MOTION CARRIED 

Commissioner Liaison & Committee Reports/Comments:

Commissioner Hubbard – Maple Lawn received $73,988.00 back from workman’s comp.  It is unusual to get money back from them.
Commissioner Heinemann – the new restaurant at the Airport will possibly open in the spring.  The old restaurant, on the corner of the airport property, will be demolished. 
Commissioner Olney – attended the Butler Twp. board meeting.  An MSP trooper was also in attendance and stated that there will be a new trooper school coming up this year.

Commissioner Fronczak – COA is working on installing their new computer system.  It will allow those using the center to log in rather than sign in and it will track what services are being used.
Commissioner Hazelbaker – the next “After Business Hours” will be held February 7, 2012 at Bella Vista golf course.  The annual awards dinner will be held on March 8, 2012.
Chairman’s Remarks


Commissioner Swift - The annual Farmers Day will be held on February 20, 2012.  


The Bronson community has suffered a couple of big losses in the last two weeks:  
Charles Sommerlott, long time Bronson Fire Department Chief and Bronson Twp. 
Trustee, passed away; as well as Dave Post, former mayor and council member, for 
the City of Bronson.  Thoughts and prayers go out to their families.
12/
Motion by Commissioner Heinemann, seconded by Commissioner Olney, that the Board adjourn at 4:45pm.  MOTION CARRIED


____________________________________            ______________________________

Chairman





Clerk
