LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES

December 14, 2011
Convened:
9:00 AM

Present:
Commissioner Heinemann, Commissioner Swift, and Commissioner Olney
Absent:
Commissioner Houtz
Also Present:
Administrator Norman, Clerk Teresa Kubasiak, and Road Commission Engineer Trent Arver
Committee approved the agenda.

ITEMS FOR ACTION

None.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION
House Bill 5125-5126
Trent Arver distributed material reviewing House Bill 5125-5126 that allows for the County to take over the responsibilities of the Road Commission by a majority vote of the County Board of Commissioners. He went through points about how the Road Commission was created and how the budget could be impacted.  It is too late for Branch County to adopt a Resolution in support or non-support of the Bills.  However, Trent is asking the Committee and Board to contact our local legislator to consider the substitute bills HB 5126 (S-2) and HB5126 (S-3) which incorporate the County Road Commissions requested amendments.  
The Substitute Bills requested by CRAM would require a thorough review of the Road Commission and a minimum of two public hearings on whether to transfer overseeing of the Road Commission to the County or not.

The concern of the Road Commission is this would put the county in charge of the Road Commission and they would like to have stop-gap measures in place. The Road Commission is diligent in the way they spend dollars and feels oversight by the elected Board of Commissioners may circumvent the plan.  Without knowing the true ramifications of what can happen and how politics may factor in there is a concern on the part of the County Road Commissions.  
Commissioner Olney said he does not feel this would be beneficial to Branch County.  We are subject to law and legislature that would have no cost savings and possibly minimal cost savings with regard to the Board.

Trent said if this Bill does pass he would like to see Counties support the Geiss Substitute H2.  He asked the Committee to share these concerns outlined with our local legislators since there is not enough time to prepare and pass a Resolution.  Trent has talked with our State legislators.

Trent presented a trend analysis for the Road Commission that included the most volatile costs and largest budget impact.  The last graph he presented shows the surface condition trend from 2005 to 2011.  Poor condition of roads was at 4% in 2005 compared to 52% in 2011.  With this trend we can see that roads have deteriorated rapidly.

ORV Ordinance

Administrator Norman provided information from the Traffic Services of the Michigan State Police that respond to a question the Committee had about the operation of golf carts and low speed vehicles.  You can legalize a golf cart if it meets defined laws and completion of a TR-54 form.  Golf carts that do not possess the required equipment or are gasoline powered are off-road vehicles and cannot be legally operated on any road.  

Resolution – Statutory Exemption for Sotmwater Runoof from Logging Roads

Drain Commissioner Mike Hard reviewed the Resolution and said this is not a huge issue for Branch County.  The issue would be if the EPA would want to push permitting.  Administrator Norman said he does not know what the Michigan Association of Counties position is regarding the issue.  Commissioner Swift said he feels if there is an issue with this he feels our State Legislators would represent us well.  Drain Commissioner Hard said he feels if there were serious issues relating to this a soil permit would be necessary and that would help with the issue.  The Committee agreed not to act on this issue.
Resolution – Freedom of Work Act

The Committee reviewed the Resolutions presented by other Counties and chose not to act on the Resolution.

Adjourned:
9:48 AM
Submitted:
Commissioner Heinemann


Commissioner Swift



Commissioner Olney
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