LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES

October 21, 2011
Convened:
9:00 AM

Present:
Commissioner Heinemann, Commissioner Swift, Commissioner Olney, and

Commissioner Houtz
Also Present:
Administrator Norman, Clerk Teresa Kubasiak, and Register of Deeds Nancy Hutchins
Committee approved the agenda.

ITEMS FOR ACTION

None.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION
Personal Property Tax
Administrator Norman attached information regarding discussions on the Personal Property Tax.  State Senator Bruce Caswell sent a letter explaining his support of this legislation. A letter was sent to the Board Chair from Governor Snyder’s Constituent Relations Division thanking our County for input on the Personal Property Tax funding issue.  As explained, the intent is not to do a one-for-one replacement.  Therefore, they are looking at different categories to make up the tax (i.e. commercial, industrial).  Commissioner Olney asked what timeframe we are looking at for this to be implemented.  Administrator Norman said the initial proposal is expected to pass within the next two weeks but they expect the entire changeover to take four to seven years.
House Bill 4533
This Bill prohibits use of inherent capabilities we have to take care of projects.  Of particular significance to Branch County would be the Road Commission.  If this Bill passes it will impact the Road Commission’s ability and other agencies, to include the county, to do any private work and thereby lose revenue.  We have voiced our opposition to this Bill with the Michigan Association of Counties.  Our Road Commission Manager appeared at the State and gave testimony in opposition to the Bill.  There are about three counties who would be impacted significantly by this bill.  As pointed out by the Committee and Administrator Norman, this bill could evolve to be interpreted to many different areas.
Michigan Association of Counties – Legislative Update
Administrator Norman reviewed the Super Committee meeting that was held recently in Lansing.  Items covered at the meeting included Property Tax, State Court Administrator changes, and the Attorney General’s Office led a discussion on the Medical Marijuana Law.
OTHER

Commissioner Swift thought we would be looking at the ORV Ordinance from the State regarding the Golf Cart Ordinance.  He would like to have this added to the next Legislative Agenda and a copy of the legislation to be put in all of the Commissioner mailboxes for their information.  
County Clerk Teresa Kubasiak informed the Committee they expect legislation to pass in the next few weeks that will move the School elections to the even year November Ballot.  This will save schools money and the County time.  This is good news.

Adjourned:
9:20 AM
Submitted:
Commissioner Heinemann


Commissioner Swift



Commissioner Olney

Commissioner Houtz
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