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1/ 
The Brownfield Redevelopment Authority met pursuant to adjournment in the Annex Conference Room on Tuesday, August 4, 2009.


Chairman Swift called the meeting to order at 11:30 A.M.


Authority Members Present: Commissioner (Chair) Dale Swift, Commissioner
 
Jon Houtz, Realtor Representative (Vice-Chair) Dennis Dirschell, Financial Representative Bob Hinbern, Member-at-Large Representative Jay Andrews, Township Supervisor Representative (Secretary/Treasurer) Reggie Ivey. 

Absent: Citizen Representative Corbin Grimes.  
            Board Members Present:  Commissioner (Board Chair) Rod Olney.


Consultants and Staff Present:  AKT Representatives (Consultant/Contractor)
Stephanie Smith, MAC Consultant Flo McCormack, and Administrator Bud Norman.

Public Present: Coldwater Reporter Roland Stoy.
2/
Motion:  Houtz/Hinbern to approve the agenda.  MOTION CARRIED.

3/
Motion:  Ivey/Houtz to approve minutes of July 2, 2009.  MOTION CARRIED.

4/
Stephanie Smith of AKT Peerless gave a project update.  The update focused on the Midwest Foundry on Hooker Street.  She informed the Authority that they are working on an eligibility determination for the property and reviewing Phase I and Phase II requirements to determine if they can use both the hazardous and petroleum grants for assessment of this site.  The question was asked if the City of Coldwater was doing anything with it.  Director Andrews stated that the City currently doesn’t own the property and that he understands there is litigation concerning the property.  The concern is that if the City purchases the property that contamination may migrate off site in the future. It is believed that contamination is currently contained on site.   There was a question and discussion about current ownership of the site and the existence of liable parties.  The members of the Authority wondered if Midwest Foundry is a different entity than Marmon Group, the current owner of record; or if Midwest Foundry is a subsidiary of Marmon Group.  Liability status will govern the Authority’s ability to use grant funds to assess the site.  The Midwest Foundry, or Marmon Group, is willing to turn the property over to the City for a nominal cost if they could resolve concerns over the containment/migration issue.

5/
Stephanie Smith reviewed the new inventory list of vacant properties throughout the County.   Ms. Smith requested information about the correct address for the Driftwood Party Store.  In attempting to locate the store, it became apparent that the address on the listing was not correct.  Efforts will be made to confirm the location of the property.  Director Hinbern asked whose responsibility it is to clean-up before the sale.  Flo McCormack replied that a new owner or operator on the site, not liable for any release of contamination, would need to complete a Baseline Environmental Assessment and file it with the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) to be protected from taking on financial responsibility for cleanup. The original owner who caused the contamination remains liable until the contamination is cleaned up or naturally attenuated.  Any new owner who fails to comply with the requirements of a BEA also becomes liable for past releases, even if they did not cause the release.  Board Chair Olney asked about Superfund sites in Bronson that listed different owners.   They are actually one site, but DEQ maintains two separate listings for record keeping purposes.  Ms. Smith confirmed that DEQ considers it as one property.  The three sites that scored the highest that the Authority approved for assessment purposes included Sunoco – Amoco #5857 in Coldwater, American Woodcraft in Union City, and the former Quincy Products in Quincy.  
6/  
AKT Peerless offered to coordinate the Community Outreach at a cost of $6,000 or $3,000 for each of the grants, petroleum and hazardous.  Director Dirschell asked about the number of milestones, and whether it would cost more for each milestone.  AKT Peerless and Flo McCormack responded that the cost is for one community outreach and it depends on how you organize it.  Ms. McCormack reminded the Authority that Kansas State could also assist with this activity at no cost to the County.  Administrator Norman asked what the capability of Kansas State would be compared to what AKT Peerless offered.  Ms. McCormack recommended that AKT Peerless should assist the BRA with local outreach and education efforts.  It would be more appropriate to request assistance from the EPA Technical Assistance to Brownfields through Kansas State at larger, more controversial properties such as the Superfund sites in Bronson, if they became eligible under the Assessment Grants.  Administrator Norman asked about the typical organization of a community outreach initiative and Ms. McCormack responded that it can range from a central presentation to a series of presentations at various locations throughout the County. The meeting could be limited to presentation of information in a lecture type format or include attendee participation in keeping with gathering input from residents at each meeting. Activities could include presentation of education materials on brownfield redevelopment with attendees then breaking into smaller groups using maps to identify sites and generate discussions.  She emphasized the importance of interaction with residents and providing opportunity for residents to become engaged.  Administrator Norman suggested that AKT Peerless provide the Authority with options that have worked in other counties so they can make an informed decision on how to proceed with community outreach.  The Authority agreed with this concept and AKT Peerless and Ms. McCormack will provide this information at the next meeting.  Ms. McCormack suggested that the Authority ask AKT Peerless to bring to the next meeting materials that they would use and informative descriptions of a draft agenda that would better describe the options.  She additionally advised that the Authority may want to authorize a certain amount as a budget to support this.  Ivey/Hinbern to have AKT Peerless present at the next committee options with materials and draft agenda with a budget of $500 to support it.  MOTION CARRIED
7/  
Administrator Norman discussed the DEQ Workshop that is planned for September 29, 2009 in Lansing, MI.  Ms. McCormack will be one of the presenters at this workshop and highly recommended the directors attend.  It is believed that there will be panel sessions in the morning and workshops in the afternoon.  There is limited information as it is still being planned, but will be discussed in more detail at the next meeting.  Administrator Norman will respond that Branch County’s Brownfield Redevelopment Authority is interested in attending.
8/  
Administrator Norman presented a budget update on supplies.  The Authority asked that he report back with more detailed estimates on a computer.  Board Chair Olney and Director Grimes asked about the ability to combine funding and share the computer between the Authority and other organizations.  Ms. McCormack explained that if EPA grant funds are used to purchase the computer it must be solely used for brownfield and grant related purposes.  Administrator Norman will present an estimate at the next meeting that includes the following at a minimum:  Laptop, sufficient hard drive, USB Capability, Word and PowerPoint.

9/ 
Administrator Norman informed the Authority that a request for a grant timeline extension had been submitted to the U.S. EPA.  The extension is necessary due to the delay on the part of EPA in execution of a Cooperative Agreement.  The extension is for approximately six months from April, 2001 to October, 2001.  A second question arose as to the terms of BRA members and Ms. McCormack reminded directors that even though their individual terms may expire, under Michigan laws relating to Brownfield Authorities, they would continue to serve until replaced by the County Board of Commissioners.

10/
Administrator Norman presented a resolution from Antrim County opposing the redesign Parts 201 and 213 of Act 451 of 1994 by the MDEQ which proposes to eliminate the Baseline Environmental Assessment (BEA), make liability protection dependent on implementation of due care activities, and encourage remediation of contaminated sites to unspecified levels through third party lawsuits.  He asked Ms. McCormack to comment on the legislation and advise the Authority as to whether they wanted to present it for consideration to the Legislative Committee.  Ms. McCormack was concerned with eliminating the BEA and increasing liability to public entities.  She suggested that less comprehensive changes could address DEQ’s concerns over maintaining due care responsibilities by subsequent owners.  Houtz/Dirschell to send the resolution (as modified with Ms. McCormack working with Administrator Norman) to the Legislative Committee for consideration.  MOTION CARRIED.  

Ms. McCormack reviewed the resolution with staff after returning to Lansing and advised holding and updating the Authority at the next meeting.  New proposals have just been released by DEQ that may address concerns related to previous versions of proposed changes.
11/  
Ms. McCormack complimented the Authority on the visit/tour by the U.S. EPA representative in July, 2009.  She explained that the Project Manager, Ms. Clarke-Moreno, could not have been more impressed with the visit and she may nominate one of the visited sites for a national award.  She was also very impressed and excited about the potential for a redesign of the Superfund program.  EPA Region 5 now has a team working on productive reuse of sites on the National Priority List (NPL) list.  Historically, sites listed on NPL continued to sit idle for decades thereby lowering property values in the area and preventing redevelopment of the site.  Ms. Clarke-Moreno works closely with Gary Schaefer, who is the Chief of the new NPL Reuse section at Region 5 EPA.  She is interested in and supportive of getting NPL sites delisted, ensuring that they are safe to reuse and working with local communities to get them back into productive use.  

12/
Vice-Chair Dirschell complimented AKT Peerless for their presentation to the Branch County Realtor’s Association.  There were approximately 45 realtors and bankers in attendance.  

13/
No one made a public comment.

14/  
Houtz/Andrews to adjourn 11:46 AM.  MOTION CARRIED
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